
 School setting and surrounding area (small 

town, big city, rural, etc…) 

Campus size 

 Large campus (15,000-50,000+) 

 Medium sized campus (5,000-15,000) 

 Small campus (5,000 or less) 

Affordability 

 Tuition, fees, books, room & board 

 Cost of travel to and from home 

 Scholarships, loans or other financial assistance 

Housing and Dining Options 

 On and off campus housing 

 School Dining halls 

 Other Dining plans or options 

Health and other services 

 Medical and psychological services 

 Tutorial services 

 Services for students with disabilities 

Student life 

 Liberal, conservative, homogeneous, diverse 

 Attitude of Students 

 Faculty/Student relationship 

 Recreational activities, sororities/fraternities, 

other activities to become involved in campus 

life 

 Special interest groups  

 Religious affiliation 

 

Johns Creek High School 

Address 5775 State Bridge Road  

Johns Creek, GA 30022  

Phone 770.497.4374  Fax 770.497.4373 

High School CEEB Code 111866 

Website: http://johnscreekhsguidance.net  

Johns Creek High School 

You’ve Got Options: Choosing A College 

COLLEGE AND CAREER INFORMATION QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE  

With more than 4,500 colleges and univer-

sities to choose from in the U.S., the task 

of choosing a college, the right college, can 

be almost overwhelming.  It is a decision 

that will have a major impact on the rest of 

your life.  Therefore, the selection process 

is critical.  If you take the time to think 

about the following considerations, the de-

cision process will be much easier for your. 

Academic Environment 

 Admissions requirements 

 Standards appropriate for your abilities 

and interests 

 Required courses 

 Teaching Assistants vs Professors  

 Class sizes 

 Graduate school 

 Professions of graduates 

Majors 

 Strength of the program in which you are 

interested 

 Movement within the programs once 

there 

Geographic location 

 Distance from home 

 Weather 

One of the most 

important decisions in 

the lives of teenagers 

is what post 

secondary option they 

will choose. This is a 

decision that will 

greatly impact many 

areas of their lives.  

Therefore, this 

decision is of 

paramount 

importance and one 

that should be made 

with much thought 

and preparation. It is 

hoped that this 

resource will be used 

as a tool to help you 

begin exploring with 

less anxiety the 

different colleges, 

universities, and 

other post secondary 

options.  Use this 

resource, the advice 

of your counselor as 

well as other outside 

resources in making 

an informed, well 

directed decision. 

http://johnscreekhsguidance.net


The Best 25 Jobs 
of 2012 from US 
News and Report  
 

1. Registered Nurse 

2. Software Developer 

3. Pharmacist 

4. Medical Assistant 

5. Database               

Administrator 

6. Web Developer 

7. Computer Systems 

Analyst 

8. Physical Therapist 

9. Computer             

Programmer 

10. Occupational      

Therapist 

11. Maintenance and   

Repair Worker 

12. Elementary School 

Teacher 

13. Clinical Laboratory 

Technician  

14. Speech Language 

Pathologist 

15. Paramedic 

16. Meeting, Convention, 

and Event Planner 

17. School Counselor 

18. Social Worker 

19. Sports Coach 

20. Sales Representative 

21. Accountant 

22. Receptionist 

23. Financial Adviser 

24. Customer Service 

Representative 

25. HR Specialist  

 

 

PROCEDURE FOR  

VISITS TO  

COLLEGE CAMPUS 

 

1. Pre approved absence for college 

visitation should be requested three 

days prior to absence. 

2. The pre-approved absence forms are 

available in the attendance office.  

3. Request must be made in writing by 

the student to their administrator.   

4. Can request THREE days of pre-

arranged absences per junior and sen-

ior year.  During the senior year, ab-

sences will count against senior ex-

emption.   
 

PROCEDURE FOR  

COLLEGE VISITS AT  

JOHNS CREEK HIGH SCHOOL  
 

 Juniors and Seniors Only 

 Current grade of 74 or higher in the class being missed 

 Sign up for college visits no later than 12:01 AM the school day before the scheduled 

visit. If the student does not have a signed the permission slip, the student will be de-

nied entry into the visit. 

 Check in first with teacher for attendance purposes 

 Keep your permission slip until your attendance is shown properly in Home Access 

Center (HAC). 

 Responsible for any class work you miss during the college rep visit. Teachers will not 

adjust their schedule because of a college rep visit. 

COLLEGE-BOUND  

STUDENT ATHLETES 
 
Students planning on participating in inter-
collegiate athletics at an NCAA Division I 
or II institution must register with the NCAA 
Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse at http://
eligibilitycenter.org   Submit an official tran-
script request form (green) to the Counsel-
ing Office.  
 
Submit official SAT/ACT scores directly 
from the testing agency.  
 
Enter code:  9999 for scores to be sent to 
the NCAA. 
 
*Students and parents are responsible 
for determining NCAA eligibility to Divi-

sion I and Division II schools. 

 LOCAL ATLANTA COLLEGE FAIR 

 

March 22nd  –   NACAC Atlanta National College Fair, 12 - 4 pm 

  GA World Congress Center (Downtown) 

  http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/SpringNCF/Pages/default.aspx  
 

Probe College Fairs:  www.gaprobe.org for location/directions (North Point & Gwinnett Civic Center) 
 

Rest of the school year, colleges will be visiting our  area and the list will be posted on the Guidance and Coun-

seling website under  “Local College Fairs and Events” 

http://eligibilitycenter.org
http://eligibilitycenter.org
http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/SpringNCF/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gaprobe.org


Sophomore 
CHECKLIST 
 

 Check your schedule to 

make sure your academ-
ic and electives courses 

are scheduled . 

 Start attending area col-

lege fairs to get an idea 
of all the different college 

options available.   

 Go through your PSAT 

practice book to prepare 
for the PSAT administra-

tion. PSAT is the practice 
test for the SAT.  PSAT 
ONLY GIVEN ONCE A 
YEAR  

 If need be, examine 

changes in study habits 
and read, read, read :) 

 Volunteer in the commu-

nity; donate at least 12 

hours a semester 

 Consider taking a test 

prep course.  

 Meet with counselors to 

select the appropriate 
course for college admis-
sions  

 You may wish to take 

SAT II Subject Tests if 
there is a subject you are 

particularly strong in.  

 Begin to plan your sum-

mer. Perhaps you will 
take a vacation or  work. 
Colleges will be interest-
ed in how you spent this 
time. 

 Start thinking about 

the following ques-
tions… 

 

1. Do you have a specific 
location in mind for col-
lege? (city, state, re-
gion?)  

2. Do you want your col-
lege to be near other 
colleges?  

3. Do your parents have a 
certain location in 
mind?  

4. What are your academ-
ic interests? Any major 
in mind?  

5. How hard do you work 
in high school?  

6. How hard do you want 
to work in college?  

 

Test of English as a  

Foreign Language 

(TOEFL) 
 

http://www.ets.org/toefl/  

A test used to evaluate the English profi-

ciency of those students whose first lan-

guage is not English. For students who 

have been in the US for less than 5 years, 

this test may be used to replace or compli-

ment an SAT Critical Reading or ACT 

English score.  

 

PROGRAMS OF STUDY 

 

Credits awarded:  1 semester = 0.5 units of credit  Making up failed classes:  

     1 yearlong course = 1.0 of credit Summer School 

       Senior Year Schedule 

Promotion Requirements:  5  units- Sophomore  Virtual/Online Classes 

                                              11 units-  Junior 

                                              17 units-  Senior 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+Core Unit Areas:  Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, World Language. 
 

 

 

 

  

Courses                Credits (units) 

Language Arts+                       4 

Mathematics+                          4 

Science+                        4 

Social Studies+                        3 

World Language/FA/CTAE     3              

2 

Health/Physical Ed.             1 

Electives                                  4 

                             TOTAL:    23 

Career Planning Website 
 

 www.gacollege411.org  
(do not create account; use login given by 

counselor) click on the “career planning tab” 

and begin exploring the modules.   

 www.gcic.peachnet.edu  
 

 Click on the icon to the left of the screen, 

“click here to enter Georgia Career Infor-

mation Center” 

 Then click “create my portfolio” in the top 

right of the screen.  You will be able to 

create your own username and password.  

 You are free to begin exploring careers.   

 Enter the following username and pass-

word:   

Username: s + your school id  

Password: fulton1 



  ACT 
www.actstudent.org 

 SAT 
www.collegeboard.org 

Designed to measure academic 
achievement in the areas of English, 
math, reading and science 

 Designed to measure reasoning 
abilities related to successful 
performance in college. 

Four - test exam 

English (75 items, 45 min) 
Math  
Reading (40 items, 35 min) 
Science (40 items, 35 min) 
Writing - Optional (30 min) 

 Ten - section exam 

3 - Writing (60 min) 
3 - Math (70 min) 
3 - Critical Reading (70min) 
1 - Experimental 

Scoring is based on the number of 
right answers. No penalty for 
guessing 

 Correct answers carry full weight 
while a 1/4 point penalty is applied 
for each incorrect answer 

1-36 ACT Composite Score 
(average of four sub-area scores - 

does not include writing*) 

English: 1-36 
Reading: 1-36 

Math: 1-36 
Science: 1-36 

 
*Writing Essay Subscore: 2-12 

  
600-2400 SAT Composite 

Critical Reading + Math + Writing 

 

 
Critical Reading: 200-800 

Math: 200-800 
Writing: 200-800 

The 2014-15 registration fees are  

$38.00 or  
$54.50 (with writing) 

Late Fee: additional $24.00  

 The 2014-15 registration fee is  

$52.50 
 

Late Fee:  additional $28.00  
*SAT Subject Test is additional. 
Please visit collegeboard.org for 

additional fees 

Students can register either online at 
www.act.org or by mail. The 
registration should be submitted 
directly to ACT by the student by the 
specified deadline. Online 
registration is preferred.     

 Students can register online at 
www.collegeboard.org. 

   

Junior CHECKLIST 

 

 Continue to take chal-

lenging courses 

 Attend the PROBE college 

fair in the fall 

 Join clubs and volunteer 

for activities related to 
your interests 

 Utilize the College Career 

Center; visit college web-
sites; talk to teachers, 
and recent graduates to 
learn about colleges 

 Take the PSAT in October 

to qualify for National 
Merit Scholarship compe-
tition 

 Register for the ACT/SAT 

 Keep your grades up 

 Talk with your parents 

about colleges that inter-
est you 

 Sign up to meet with col-

lege representatives vis-
iting JCHS 

 List, compare, and visit 

colleges 

 Start or update a resume 

highlighting your aca-

demic achievements,  

special skills, and talents 

 Meet with your counselor 

for your Junior Confer-

ence 

 Register for elective 

courses that meet admis-
sion requirements 

 Take the SAT/ACT in the 

spring. Check with col-
leges to determine which 
test is required for ad-

mission. 

 Investigate scholarship 

opportunities 

 Explore summer activi-

ties related to your ca-
reer goals 

 Clarify your goals. Devel-

op a preliminary list of 
ten colleges. 

 Register with the NCAA 

Eligibility Center if pursu-
ing an athletic scholar-
ship for a Division I or II 
institution 

College Admission  

Most colleges require either the SAT or ACT. 

Test scores are intended to supplement the sec-

ondary school record and help admission offic-

ers put local data - such as coursework, grades, 

and class rank - in a national perspective. 



Senior CHECKLIST 

Fall 

 Register to retake the 

SAT/ACT to improve 

scores if necessary 

 Make sure you are on 

track to graduate and ful-
fill college admission re-

quirements 

 Read the Sr. Bulletin to 

learn about local scholar-
ship opportunities 

 Keep working hard all 

year; senior grades can 
affect admissions and 
scholarship eligibility 

 Ask for recommendations 

from teachers, school 
counselors, or employers 
at least two weeks before 

application deadlines 

 Visit with admissions 

counselors who come to 
JCHS 

 Attend the PROBE college 

fair 

 Apply for admission at the 

colleges you've chosen 

 Find out if you qualify for 

scholarships at each col-

lege you have applied to 

 

Spring 

 Complete the FAFSA after 

January 1st  

 Continue to look for schol-

arship opportunities  

 Keep track of important 

financial aid and scholar-
ship deadlines  

 Watch the mail for your 

Student Aid Report 
(SAR)—it should arrive 
four weeks after the FAF-

SA is filed  

 Compare financial aid 

packages from different 
schools  

 Decide which college to 

attend, and notify the 
school of your decision  

 All students must submit a 

final transcript to the col-
lege they decide to attend. 
Prospective Division I or II 
athletes must also send 
final transcripts to the 

NCAA Eligibility Center 

Online Resources  

Scholarships are forms of aid that help students 

pay for their education. Unlike student loans, 

scholarships do not have to be repaid. Hundreds 

of thousands of scholarship dollars are awarded 

each year.  

Generally, scholarships are reserved for students 

with special qualifications, such as academic, 

athletic or artistic talent. Awards are also available 

for students who are interested in particular fields 

of study, who are members of underrepresented 

groups, who live in certain areas of the country or 

who demonstrate financial need.  

Some private scholarship sponsors occasionally 

establish scholarships with esoteric eligibility 

requirements, such as a scholarship for left-

handed students. Although there aren't many of 

these unusual scholarships, they often attract a lot 

of attention because of their slightly offbeat nature. 

So where do you find theses scholarships? The 

best way to search for scholarships is cast a wide 

net. 

1. Use free personalized scholarship search 

services that compare your qualifications with 

a database of awards. 

2. Contact the colleges you are applying to and 

ask about university-based scholarship 

opportunities and procedures. 

3. Read the monthly scholarships bulletins for 

local scholarship opportunities. 

4. Complete the FAFSA after January 1 of your 

senior year to apply for federal and state aid 

programs, including HOPE. 

Scholarships 

Q: Where can I find a free scholarship 

search website?  

A: There are several free online scholarship 

search services available. Here are some 

recommended sites: 

www. FastWeb.com 

www. MeritAid.com 

www.Scholarships.com 

www.CollegeAnswer.com 

www. AtlantaScholarships.com 

www.gcic.peachnet.edu 

www.CollegeAnswer.com 

www.CareersandColleges.com 

www.fastaid.com 

Q: Where can I find a free  test prepara-

tion online? 

A. www.GACollege411.org 

www.satonlinecourseschool.com 

www.Number2.com 

www.March2Success.com 

Q: What are some other college plan-

ning website? 

A. www.Cappex.com 

www.ecampustours.com 

www.mymajors.com 

www.collegeprowler.com 

www.youniversitytv.com 

 

Scholarship Application Tips  

1. Apply only if you are eligible. Read all 

requirements thoroughly. 

2. Complete the application in full and 

supply all supporting material requested 

(transcript, recommendation…). 

3. Follow directions. 

4. Neatness counts. 

5. Write an essay that makes a strong 

impression-be personal and specific 

6. Meet all deadlines. 

7. Put your name on all pages.  

8. Keep a back-up copy in case anything 

goes wrong. 

9. Proofread the entire application 

carefully. 

10. Ask for help if you need it . If you have a 

question, contact the funding 

organization. 



Responsibilities in the  
College Application Process 

Students are responsible for: 
 Completing applications  
 Meeting deadlines  
 Submitting requests for teacher/counselor recom-

mendations in a timely  manner 
 Sending required standardized test scores  
 Following the admissions policies and procedures 

of each college or university - Remember all col-
lege applications are not the same. Specific ques-
tions concerning admission requirements or pro-
cedures should be addressed to the undergradu-
ate admissions office of that college. 

 Mailing applications, official transcripts, counselor 
recommendations, etc 

Colleges and Universities are responsible for: 
 Providing students with information  
 Allowing you until May 1 to respond to an offer of 

admission and/or financial aid, except for early 
decision candidates. 

JCHS Counseling Office is responsible for: 
 Giving students and parents sound advice and 

counsel regarding college choices and progress-
ing through the admissions process. 

 Processing secondary school report forms, tran-
scripts, and counselor recommendations in a time-
ly manner to ensure the meeting of deadlines. 

Parents are responsible for: 
 Allowing students to “own” the process 

The GPA  
Mystery 

 

Cumulative GPA  
All grades on the transcript 
are converted from numeri-
cal grades to a 4.0 scale 
and averaged where an: 

A=4  B=3  C=2  F=0  

Core GPA  
 Only English, Math, Sci-

ence, Social Studies and 
Foreign Language 
course grades are in-
cluded 

 Grades are converted to 
the 4.0 scale and aver-
aged  

HOPE GPA  
 All English, Math, Sci-

ence, Social Studies and 
Foreign Language 
course grades earned in 
high school are counted 
- middle school grades 
do NOT count  

 The Fulton County “7” 
points are removed from 
all honors, AP,  and col-
lege course grades 

 Numeric grades are con-
verted to the 4.0 scale 
and averaged 

 After additional points are 
removed and the grade is 
converted, all passed AP 
and college courses re-
ceive an additional .5 
point 

Example: 

AP Biology = 92 

 92–7 = 85  

85 = 3.0  

3.0+.5 = 3.5 

 Please remember that 
this is not finite, but ra-
ther a guesstimate.  The 
GSFC determines if your 

student is HOPE eligible.   

Transcript Questions & Answers 

How do I request a transcript? 

 Fill out a college transcript request form found on the JCHS website.  

 Pay $3.00 for each printed transcript request 

 All transcripts have to be picked up in the counseling center unless you requested an electronic 
transcript to be sent.   

 Be sure to keep the envelope sealed! 

What if I need a counselor recommendation? 

 Follow same procedure outlined above, but include the counselor recommendation form with your 
envelope. 

 Give your counselor at least 2 weeks to complete the paperwork 

How do I request a teacher recommendation? 

 If your teacher will be mailing the recommendation to the college, give him/her a stamped envelope 
addressed to the college. Include the recommendation form if one is provided.  Let him/her know when 
you need the recommendation mailed. 

 Allow your teacher plenty of time to complete your recommendation - at least 2 weeks, but three is 

recommended. 

 Follow up with the teacher. 

How do I have my SAT or ACT scores reported to colleges? 

 The easiest (and cheapest) way is to include the code of the colleges you want to receive your scores 
in the appropriate place on the registration form. 

 If you have already taken the test and not had your scores reported, complete a score report request 
online OR you can call College Board and order scores to be reported.  There is an additional fee for 
this service.  

Types of Admission  
Decisions 

 
Early Admission - an exceptional stu-
dent would terminate his/her high school 
education after the junior year without 
earning a high school diploma and enroll 
in college 

Early Decision - allows a student to ap-
ply between October and mid-January 
for an early determination of admissibil-
ity. IT IS BINDING! 

Early Action - invites early applications 
but does not require the student to at-
tend if accepted.   

Deferred Decision - is the determination 
of the college or university  that more 
information is needed to make a final 
decision about a candidate’s applications 

Rolling Admissions - the applicant is 
notified as soon as the application has 
been processed and the file is complete.   

Open Admissions - students notified of 
acceptance upon application (usually 
community colleges). 

Deferred Admission - permits a stu-
dent, once accepted, to postpone matric-
ulation for one year . 



 

Dual Enrollment provides opportunities for Georgia high school students to take college-

level courses and earn concurrent credit toward a high school diploma and a college degree. 
Participation in dual enrollment eases the transition from high school to college, provides 
students an early start on their college careers, and offers meaningful and challenging 

academic experiences to qualified students, including those who might not otherwise have 
access to early college opportunities. Dual enrollment can help increase the number of high 
school graduates who are both college and career ready. 
 
Any eligible high school student may enroll full-time or part-time in approved credit-bearing 
college-level courses approved by the State Board of Education. Courses may be taken 
before, during, or after regular school hours on the college campus, online, or at the high 

school. Approved courses may count toward high school graduation requirements. 
 
1. Accel Program Accel is a non-need based grant program offered during the fall, winter, 
and spring terms of the school year for students that wish to take college-level (academic-
only, degree-level) coursework for credit towards both high school and college graduation 
requirements. Eligible students must meet certain criteria included in the Eligibility section of 

this document. The Accel Program is funded by the Georgia Lottery for Education and 
administered by the Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC). 
 
 a. Accel students may be enrolled part-time or full-time in college-level coursework. 
  
 b. NOTE: All hours paid by the Accel program will be included in the combined paid-
 hours limit of 127 semester/190 quarter hours, which includes payments from the 

 HOPE Scholarship, HOPE Grant and Accel programs. Once a student has been paid  
 Accel or HOPE for 127 semester hours or 190 quarter hours, that student is no  
 longer eligible to continue to receive HOPE or Accel payment. 
 
 c. As stated above, hours paid under Accel will count against the 127 paid 
 hour cap for the HOPE Scholarship, but college coursework taken by high 
 school students before graduation with other fund sources (including Move 

 on When Ready) will not count. 

 
2. HOPE Grant Program The HOPE Grant program is a non-need based grant program, 
separate from the HOPE Scholarship, offered during the fall, winter, and spring terms of the 
school year at eligible high schools for Georgia residents seeking technical certificates or 
diplomas from TCSG and USG eligible postsecondary institutions. The Georgia Lottery for 

Education funds the Hope Grant program. The Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC) 
administers the program. 
 
3. House Bill 149 (Move on When Ready) provides an arrangement whereby an eligible 
student entering eleventh or twelfth grade who spent the prior school year in attendance at 
a public high school in Georgia may take all of his or her courses at or through an eligible 
institution or a virtual course approved by the State Board of Education and receive 

secondary credit from his or her high school with the goal of completing graduation and high 
school diploma requirements. As with all dual enrollments, Move on When Ready (MOWR) 
students are enrolled in both the high school and the postsecondary institution and earn 
credits at both. Under HB149, dual enrollment funding for Move on When Ready students is 

provided through FTE, as arranged by the Department of Education. 

Dual Enrollment– Move On When Ready 

College Calculus through Georgia Tech  
 

Pre-requisite – successful completion of AP Calculus AB or BC and meeting 

Georgia Tech’s Dual Enrollment admission requirements.  Student must have 

their official AP scores submitted to Georgia Tech through the College 

Board.  Johns Creek HS will not submit scores on behalf of the student.   

 

Deadline in April (apply online; application available in March)                                                                                                                                     
Current credentials must be comparable to those of the upper 40% (GPA-3.6 

and SAT>1360) of the freshmen at Tech (including Leadership and Activity 

Record and Personal Statement)   

 

http://www.admiss.gatech.edu/jointenrollment/  

http://www.admiss.gatech.edu/jointenrollment/


Are YOU a  

candidate for Early 

Application  
 

I will have completed all of my 

college visits and research before 

my senior year begins. 

 

Yes               No   

     

At the end of my college search, 

only one school stands out as the 

perfect match for me.   

 

Yes               No   

 

I meet or exceed  the academic 

profile of my first-choice school.  

 

Yes               No   

 

I have challenged myself academi-

cally throughout high school and 

my grades have been consistently 

strong.  

 

Yes               No   

 

My parents feel that I do not need 

to be able to compare financial aid 

packages.   

 

Yes               No   

 

I will have completed my essay (s) 

and other application materials 

before my senior begins. 

 

  Yes               No   

 

I have taken the ACT or SAT re-

quired by my first-choice college, 

and my score meets or exceeds the 

average score of incoming appli-

cants to that school.   

 

Yes               No   

 

 

1-3 yes responses: You're probably 

not ready to apply early decision.  

A non-binding early action pro-

gram  might work better for you.  

 

4-6 yes responses:  You may con-

sider early decision.  Consult with 

your parents and move forward 

with confidence.   

 

7 yes responses:    You are a strong 

candidate for early decision. How-

ever, consult parents and counselor 

first.  
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Meeting Notes  


