
GLOSSARY OF COLLEGE SEARCH AND APPLICATION TERMS  
 

Bachelor’s Degree  The college degree you receive when you have completed all 
necessary undergraduate coursework at a college or university. In 
most cases, this degree is completed in 4 to 5 years.  

 
Buckley Amendment  A law requiring parent signature (student signature, if 18 or older) 

before any school records can be sent to colleges, employers, etc.  
 
Calendar plan  This describes the number and length of terms per year: semester (2 

terms), trimester (3 terms), quarter (4 terms), and various other 
plans such as “4-1-4” (a 4 month term, followed by a 1 month term, 
followed by a final 4 month term).  

 
Candidate’s reply date  A college may require an applicant to notify the college by this date 

as to the intentions of the applicant to enroll in that college.  
 
Class rank Colleges are informed of this on the secondary school report and the 

school profile.  If you and/or your parents would like to know your 
class rank, they must complete a class rank form per the Fulton 
County Board of Education. 

 
College  An institution at which students may earn a two-year or four-year 

undergraduate degree. Most colleges do not offer graduate degrees.  
 
Common application  An application form which a large group of colleges (100+) have 

agreed to accept in lieu of their application form. The Common 
Application is available in the College Counseling Center. The 
student fills out one copy of the Common Application which can be 
photo copied and sent to college choices which accept the Common 
Application.  

 
Consortium  A group of institutions which have joint programs and which have 

joined together to promote their institutions.  
 
Credit hours  A unit of measurement usually awarded on the basis of one credit 

per hour of class per week. A course worth 3 credits will generally 
meet 3 hours a week, hence the term, 3 credit hours.  

 
Early Action  Initiated in 1976-77 by a few of the Ivy League group of colleges. 

An applicant to one or more of these colleges may request a 
decision on his or her candidacy before the normal date, April 3. If 
all materials are in the Admissions Office by November 1, the 
decision will be rendered by December 15; if the collection date is 
December 1, the decision will be made by January 15. Candidates 
are warned that the decision to reject is final, and if significant 
academic improvement is expected or predicted, applying under this 
plan is probably inadvisable.  
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Early admission  This is a plan whereby exceptional candidates can be accepted 
before high school graduation, at the end of the junior year or even 
the sophomore year of high school. Largely because of the 
Advanced Placement program, very few of our students seek early 
admission, since, under Advanced Placement, high school students 
can earn college credits in a more appropriate social environment.

 
Early decision  This plan requires an applicant’s commitment to a college’s offer of 

acceptance. In return for the knowledge that their institution is the 
candidate’s first choice, the college makes its decision early 
(usually before January 1) so that the student can apply to other 
colleges if that decision is unfavorable.  It’s best for students who 
know the college is their first choice and do not have to worry about 
financial aid.   

 
High school code number  A number used by students when they register to take SAT or ACT 

tests, also known as CEEB code. It identifies the student’s high 
school to the testing agency. JOHNS CREEK’S SCHOOL CODE is 
111-866. 

 
Institutional aid forms  The colleges’ own financial aid application form which must be 

submitted in addition to the FAFSA and, at some schools, the CSS 
Profile.  

 
Liberal arts  A curriculum which emphasizes a program of broad undergraduate 

education. Pre-professional or professional training also may be 
available.  

 
Official Transcript  The official written record of a student’s academic work, including 

courses taken and to be taken senior year, grades earned and 
standardized testing scores.  

 
Processed  Your application is processed by the Guidance Office when it is 

carefully reviewed by our administrative assistant and your 
counselor; it is mailed out to the college indicated on the transcript 
request form.  

 
Proprietary school  A private trade, technical, business or nursing school which offers 

programs usually shorter in duration and more job oriented than 
those given by two or four year colleges.  
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Public, private, church-affiliated, state-related  

Refers to the “control” of the institution. “Public” means 
government owned, usually by the state. “Private” means not 
government owned. “Church-related” means that the institution may 
have a close relationship with the denomination specified, but often 
such a religious affiliation is more relevant to the institution’s 
background than to its current program. “State-related” refers to a 
private institution that has contracted for government financed 
programs and has different in-state and out-of-state tuition rates.  
 

Rolling admissions  Applications are considered as soon as all required materials 
(application form, fees, transcript, recommendations, test scores) are 
received by the college. Students are notified as soon as the 
decisions are made.  

TOFEL Administered by the College Board, provides an alternative test for 
students who have been speaking English for less than five years. 
The test is used to evaluate the English proficiency of these 
students. Highly selective colleges may require students to submit 
SAT I scores for the mathematics component along with the 
TOEFL. 

Two-year, four-year, and graduate  
“Two Year” usually refers to junior or community colleges with 
first and second year programs designed to provide credit for 
transfer to a four-year college or to culminate in an “Associate” 
degree. A few two-year colleges offer only third and fourth year 
programs leading to a Bachelor’s degree. “Four Year” refers to 
institutions which grant Bachelor’s degrees. “Four-Year Grad” 
refers to institutions which offer advanced degrees (Master and/or 
Doctorate) in addition to Bachelor’s degrees.  
 

Universal Reply Date  May 1
st
, the date by which you must reply to colleges with your 

decision as to which college you will attend. Please note that 
colleges cannot mandate that you reply prior to this date. If you are 
asked to reply prior to May 1

st
, please contact your guidance 

counselor.  
 
University  An institution which offers programs leading to both undergraduate 

and graduate degrees. Many universities consist of several small 
divisions, often called colleges, which offer degree programs in 
particular areas. Thus a university may have a College of Business, 
of Engineering, of Arts and Sciences, etc.  

 
Wait List  Colleges may view the student as an acceptable candidate for 

admission but there may be others ahead of her. Depending on the 
number of students who accept the places offered them, a space in 
the class may or may not become available after May 1

st 
if the 

student chooses to remain on the wait list. 



 
COMMONLY USED ACRONYMS  

 
ACT  Stands for the American College Testing Company, a firm which 

administers a college entrance test called the ACT. In parts of this country, 
particularly the Midwest and the South, students routinely take the ACT 
rather than the SAT. Most colleges will accept either ACT or SAT scores.  

 
AP class/test  Advanced Placement Tests, given in specific subjects each spring. High 

scores could earn advanced standing in college, with or without college 
credit.  

 
CEEB  College Entrance Examinations Board, commonly called the College Board. 

It is a non-profit organization whose members are secondary schools and 
colleges from across the country. CEEB is the agency which oversees many 
of the testing and financial aid services used in the admissions process. 
Johns Creek is a member of the College Board, and our CEEB code is 
111866. 

  
ETS  Educational Testing Service – The center in Princeton, NJ which handles all 

of the registration and score reports for the College Board Tests.  
 
FAFSA  Free Application for Federal Student Aid. This form requires financial 

information and is used to determine the family contribution. All colleges 
require this form from financial aid applicants. It cannot be filed until after 
January 1st and should be filed before February 1

st
.  

 
CSS Profile  Financial Aid Form similar to the Federal Income Tax form (except not so 

bad!) containing all facts about a family’s financial conditions. Required by 
some private colleges in addition to the FAFSA, processed by the College 
Scholarship Service (CSS), the registration form is available in the fall of 
senior year and should be filed as soon as you know to which colleges you 
will apply.  

 
PSAT/NMSQT  PSAT stands for Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test and is designed to 

give students a practice run before they take the SAT I. PSAT scores are not 
used by colleges in the admissions process. Johns Creek students take the 
PSAT in October of their freshman, sophomore and junior years. NMSQT 
stands for National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. The National Merit 
Scholarship Program and National Achievement Scholarship Program for 
Outstanding Black Students provide scholarship monies to academically 
talented students. The first step to qualifying for these programs is to take 
the PSAT (which serves as the NMSQT) in the junior year.  

 
SAT I  a test developed and administered by the College Board through ETS. Most 

colleges require students to submit SAT I scores as part of the admissions 
process.  

 
SAT II  SAT II’s are given in specific subject areas such as Calculus, French, 

Chemistry, etc. Most students take these subject tests in their junior and 
senior years. Many colleges require applicants to submit SAT II scores in 
Writing and Mathematics; some colleges and some degree programs require 
other subject tests as well.  


