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Expectations for AP Courses at Johns Creek 

The following table provides an idea of how much time and work is needed to prepare for an Advanced Placement course. These entries are 

meant to be an approximation of time, outside of class work, and assignments.  Some students will need less time and some will need more 

time to do the same assignments depending on their skill level.  It is assumed that an AP student, having done well in the preliminary 

courses, will have the level of skill, interest, commitment and achievement needed to be successful in a college-level course taught with a 

college textbook.  

 

This table should be used by prospective students to gauge the impact of an AP course on their overall course schedule; to be aware of the 

time impact on other core courses or electives; and to remember the time needed for after school activities.  

 

CAREER TECHNOLOGY 

Course Readings Per Class Study Hours per 

class 

Tests, essays, papers Major Projects 

Computer Science A APCS-A involves 

research on various 

topics assigned during 

the course. The 

research must be 

completed on time 

30 min – 1 hr each 

night for topic review, 

including programming 

1 program per week 

completed with 

documentation; AP 

style exam questions 

including free response 

programming questions 

The first unit includes a presentation 

project.  Each subsequent unit 

includes a major programming 

system project. Projects are expected 

to be completed on or before the due 

date. 
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ENGLISH 

Course Readings Per Class Study Hours per 

class 

Tests, essays, papers Major Projects 

Language and 

Composition (11th)  

20-150 pages 30 min to 1-1/2 hrs 3-4 tests per semester; 

weekly vocabulary/ 

terms quizzes; weekly 

focused journals (think 

mini-essays); several 2-

4 page papers per 

semester 

Prepare for EOCT and AP test 

Literature and 

Composition  

AP English Literature 

focuses on the study of 

imaginative literature:  

novels, drama, short 

stories, and poetry.  We 

read 16 plays/novels 

per year and an 

abundance of poetry.  

The summer reading 

assignment consists of 

four major works.  The 

reading assignment is 

due on the first day of 

class in the fall. 

Self-discipline is 

required to maintain 

personal pacing for 

completion of novels 

throughout the 

semester.  If a student 

stays on top of class 

reading assignments, 

the reading required a 

night never exceeds 40 

pages. 

3 to 5 essays and mini-

research papers out of 

class per semester.  

Multiple in class timed 

writings and AP 

multiple choice practice 

tests throughout the 

semester 

Research of literary analysis is 

conducted throughout the year as 

preparation for the AP Open 

Question.  Student-led Socratic 

seminars are regularly scheduled at 

the conclusion of the study of each 

major work.  Students assume the 

role of leader and the teacher 

assumes the role of facilitator.  

Student autonomy is emphasized 

throughout the course. 
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FINE ARTS 

Course Readings Per Class Study Hours per 

class 

Tests, essays, papers Major Projects 

Music Theory Will complete a chapter 

every two weeks 

Conceptual content 

learned before spring 

break 

 

Daily written 

homework that would 

require several hours 

at the beginning of the 

year but takes less 

time as students 

become more proficient  

 

All work with a grade 

of less than 80 must be 

corrected and 

resubmitted 

 

Final composition project 

Studio Art: 2-D; 3-D 

and Drawing Portfolios 

Research on artists and 

subject matter will be 

required at various times 

throughout the year as 

related to artwork 

projects. 

 

15 or more hours per 

week will be needed on 

average to complete 

projects. Summer work 

is required.  

 

Artist’s Statement 

Concentration 

Commentary 

Twelve artworks per semester for 2-D 

and Drawing. Eight per semester for 

3-D. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE  

Course  Readings Per Class Study Hours per 

class 

Tests, essays, papers Major Projects 

Spanish Language Short readings are 

given every week and 

based on chapter. 

20-30 minutes 

Spanish homework 

each night 

5 to 6 tests per 

semester 

5 to 6 essays per 

semester  

 

 

 

 

2-3 major projects 

French Language       

 

Reading per class : 20-

30 pages per week           

 

30 to 45 minutes of 

homework each night 

Journals every night 

 

test after each theme/ 5 

to 6 per semester 

A quiz weekly 

 

Weekly vocabulary  

 

2-3 major projects 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Course  Readings Per Class Study Hours per 

class 

Tests, essays, papers Major Projects 

Calculus AB 8-12 pages from math 

text per week  

1 – 2 hours per day Approximately 4  tests 

per semester; no 

papers 

Final Exam 20% 

Calculus BC 8-12 pages from math 

text per week 

1 – 2 hours per day 6-7 tests per semester; 

no papers 

Final Exam 15% 

Statistics 12-15 pages from math 

text/   

3-4 hours per week.  It 

will vary depending on 

the topic of study.  

7 major tests per 

semester. 1 – 2 projects 

per semester.  

Final exam 20%.  Spring final is to 

complete an AP exam.   
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SCIENCE 

Course  Readings Per Class Study Hours per 

class 

Tests, essays, papers Major Projects 

Biology 8-10 pages of reading 

per class period 

1-2 hours of study 

(including reading and 

practice problems) per 

class meeting 

Unit tests over 

multiple chapters, AP 

style essays, formal 

and informal lab 

reports and case study 

evaluations.  

 

Encouragement to participate in 

Science Fair  

 

Summer reading 

 

Electronic lab reports 

Chemistry 20-40 pages for week 

 

1-2 hrs per day 7-8 test per semester; 

Weekly problem sets 

 

About 6 labs conducted after school. 

Students must attend labs. 

Summer assignment. 

 

Environmental Science 20-40 textbook pages 

per week plus case 

studies 

5-10 hours per week One to two tests per 

unit (4 - 6 weeks), case 

studies, outdoor and 

indoor labs, major 

presentations 

Summer work, outdoor sampling, 

field trips, projects on current topics. 

Note: Participation in class 

discussions is essential 

Physics 1 (Trig based) 10-20 pages per week 1 hr per day About 5 tests per 

semester 

 

Physics 2 (Trig based) 10-20 pages per week 1 hr per day About 5 tests per 

semester 

 

Physics C  

(Calculus based) 

30 per week 5-10 hours per week Tests, Problem Sets, & 

Labs 
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SOCIAL STUDIES  

 

REQUIREMENT FOR ALL SOCIAL STUDIES AP CLASSES:   

-  There are no “easy” graded assignments to boost averages.   

-  Strong reading and writing skills are a must! 

-  Social Studies AP classes involve higher level thinking skills and critical analysis and application.  These skills are difficult for many 

high school students.  

-  

 

Course  Readings Per Class Study Hours per 

class 

Tests, essays, papers Major Projects 

Economics 20-40 pages of text 

per week.  You need 

to read carefully and 

thoughtfully and 

take notes as you 

read.   

 

You will have 

unannounced quizzes 

over the chapters 

BEFORE it is 

discussed in class.   
 

Average of 1.5 hrs per 

day (10 hrs/week) IF 

you spread out the 

work appropriately. 

 

While in class you 

must actively listen 

and participate. 

 

 

5-7 tests per semester.  

Each test consists of a 

multiple choice section 

and graphing section.  

Students may be 

required to take the 

multiple choice section 

before school on their 

test day; 

 

No essays; 

 

Near daily practice 

problem sets 

none 



01/10/2014 

 

Psychology 

 

 

  

30-40 pages of text per 

week.  You need to 

read carefully and 

thoughtfully and take 

notes as you read .   

 

You will have 2 pop 

quizzes  over each 

chapter 

 

You must outline each 

chapter BEFORE it is 

discussed in class.   

 

Numerous 

supplemental readings 

will also be assigned. 

1-2 hrs per day outside 

of class IF you spread 

out the work 

appropriately. 

 

While in class you 

must actively listen 

and participate. 

 

Without notice you will 

be asked to present 

your outline to the 

class and lead a 

discussion of the 

chapter 

8 tests per semester 

over LARGE 

AMOUNTS of 

material.  Each test 

consists of 1 day of 

multiple choice 

questions and 1 day of 

essay writing. All tests 

and essays are 

cumulative 

 

Tests are 50 questions 

with 5 answer choices. 

 

 Summer assignment 

requires reading and 

outlining chapters in 

Barron’s AP psych and 

taking a pretest.  A test 

over the summer 

reading will be given 

the first day of class in 

the fall.  It is 

suggested, but not 

required, that students 

outline their text book 

chapters over the 

summer if they are 

expecting an A in the 

class especially if 

taking another AP 

course.  

 

There is a graded summer 

assignment due the first day of 

school. 

 

 

Each student is responsible for 

creating a project that teaches a 

topic to the class. 

 

Essays involve applying studied 

information    to new scenarios and 

supporting your answer with 

relevant scientific data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

US History 40-50 pages of text per Reading and taking  6 tests per semester There is a graded summer 
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week.  (1-2 chapters per 

week) You need to read 

carefully and 

thoughtfully and take 

notes as you read .   

 

You will have a quiz 

over each chapter 

BEFORE it is discussed 

in class.   

 

Numerous primary 

sources and 

supplemental readings 

will also be assigned 

notes on the chapter 

could take 3-6 hours 

per chapter.  You 

should spread out the 

work appropriately. 

 

While in class you 

must actively listen 

and participate 

over LARGE AMOUNTS 

of material.  Each test 

consists of multiple 

choice questions and 

essay writing. All tests 

and essays are 

cumulative. 

(You may be asked to 

come in BEFORE school 

on an essay day.) 

 

Tests are 70-90 multiple 

choice questions with 5 

answer choices. 

 

Essays include 

Document Based 

Questions where 

primary sources must be 

worked into an essay. 

 

Written chapter 

summaries dealing with 

supplemental books will 

also be required.   

 

80% of the course grade 

comes from major tests 

and essays.  

assignment due the first day of 

school. 

 

 

Essays involve taking a position and 

supporting it with relevant 

historical data. 

 

There may be some student 

produced projects – group and 

individual. 
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World History 30-40 pages of text per 

week.  You need to 

read carefully and 

thoughtfully and take 

notes as you read.  You 

are expected to 

understand what you 

have read and be able 

to discuss it in class.  

 

You will have an 

assignment (study 

guides, quizzes, etc.) 

due for each chapter.   

 

30 to 60 minutes per 

day outside of class IF 

you spread out the 

work appropriately. 

 

While in class you 

must actively listen 

and participate. 

 

Socratic discussions 

will be graded 

Approximately 4-6 

tests per semester over 

LARGE AMOUNTS of 

material.  Each test 

consists of specific 

multiple choice 

questions covering all 

material in the 

textbook for that unit 

(3-7 chapters).  

 

Tests are conducted 

over 2 days including 

70 questions with 4 

answer choices and 1 of 

the 3 AP style essays. 

 

You will write an essay 

approximately every 3 

weeks.  Essays include 

Document Based 

Questions where 

primary sources must 

be worked into an 

essay, Change Over 

Time Essays, and 

Comparative Essays. 

Each essay is timed.  

 

Tests, essays, and 

projects make up 60% 

of the class grade.  

There is a graded summer 

assignment due the first day of 

school. 

 

 

Each student is also responsible for 

large group and individual projects 

focusing on topics such as empire 

building, networks of exchange and 

globalization.  

 

 Essays involve taking a position 

and supporting it with relevant 

historical data. 
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Comparative 

Government 

30 – 40 pages of text per 

week.  Additionally, I 

will upload articles 

about each of the 

country case studies in 

specific folders on the 

Hub.  These articles will 

come from a variety of 

sources, most frequently 

The Washington Post, 

The Economist, The New 

York Times, BBC, and 

The Guardian.   

6 – 10 hours per week Unit tests over multiple 

chapters, AP Essays, 

case study quizzes (one 

per each country), public 

policy research paper, 

and homework 

 

Summer or Winter Break Assignment, 

projects on current topics  

 

 


